
Curriculum for Wales-Our vision
A truly authentic, purposeful curriculum that has the pupils at its 

heart.

Providing meaningful, relevant learning experiences that are engaging 

and inspiring, promoting curiosity and growth. Where all pupils feel 

valued, make progress and are equipped for a full and successful life in 

the 21 st century. 

This is underpinned by the core values of kindness, respect, curiosity and ambition . Our 

vision principles are 

● We will provide the very best education for all members of our school community

● We will nurture well-being, recognising all members as individuals

● We will have high expectations throughout our curriculum



Curriculum for Wales-Summary
What is curriculum for Wales

CurriculuM for Wales is our new national curriculuM. It is statutory for all PriMary schools in Wales froM 

SepteMber 2022. We have a national fraMework which deterMines the necessary knowledge, skills and 

experiences and approaches to assessMent. We use this fraMework to develop our Durand CurriculuM, 

our school level curriculuM, so that it can Meet the needs of our children in our local context.

What is curriculum at Durand Primary School 

Our CurriculuM includes all of the learning experiences and assessMent activities planned for our 

children to progress towards the Four Purposes.

 

We have been developing our Durand CurriculuM . It has been an ongoing process of reflection and 

refineMent using feedback froM children, staff, parents, Governors, our coMMUnity and educational research.



Curriculum for Wales-Our vision
Pupils who have made progress in line with the progression steps will become…

Healthy & Confident Individuals

Children who become valued members of the local community, capable of positively impacting and caring for our world; and 

confident in making positive life choices.

 

Enterprising, Creative Contributors

Inquisitive, expressive children who use their knowledge and experiences to bring together a range of ideas and skills; 

creating, innovating, and linking ideas to overcome problems and contribute confidently to society.

 

Ambitious, Capable Learners

Resilient children who thrive on personal challenge, equipping them with the necessary skills for lifelong learning in the 

21st century. 

 

Ethical, Informed Citizens

Our children become valued, active members within their local community and care for the wider world they live in. 



Curriculum for Wales-Our vision
Learning will enco Mpass six Areas of Learning & Experience

Expressive Arts

Health & Wellbeing Hu Manities

Languages, Literacy & Co MMUnication 

Mathe Matics & Nu Meracy

Science & Technology

Our Durand CurriculuM MUSt include Mandatory eleMents as described by CurriculuM for Wales

In addition our curriculuM will include: & Welsh Relationships Sexuality Education Code (RSE) Religion, Values, Ethics (RVE) 

Cross-Curricular Skills of Literacy, NuMeracy & Digital Competence



Curriculum for Wales-Our vision
To ensure we offer a broad and balanced curriculuM all staff have collaborated and 

reflected on the What Matters stateMents and the Principles of Progression for 

each AoLE. We identified iMportant learning lenses that we have used to inform our 

curriculum themes.

Each class will experience the concepts through our lenses and throughout the acadeMic year. There are no tiMescales or set order 

for lenses to be taught and some may be explored More than once. This is part of the agency afforded to our teachers.

We will be using 5 learning habits so our pupils know what good learning looks like and are able to effectively reflect on their 

learning. These learning habits will inquisitive, persistent, collaborative, disciplined and imaginative. 

The identified lenses provide an opportunity for teachers to plan both the 

Mandatory eleMents of CurriculuM for Wales and the cross-cutting theMes of:

●         HuMan Rights/The Rights of the Child

●         Diversity

●         Careers and Work Related Experiences

●         Local, national and international contexts, with a particular focus on Cynefin (a sense of Welsh identity and belonging)



Curriculum for Wales-the why and the 

howThe Why? –understanding why (knowing the purpose) gives us a better understanding 

of how we can be successful.

To give all pupils the knowledge, skills, and experiences they need to succeed in an increasingly complex and dynamic world. Children will 

thrive in a supportive environment that offers a broad and balanced curriculum integrating different areas of learning, encouraging pupils 

to make connections across subjects and apply their knowledge. To develop independent, ambitious learners who think critically, solve 

problems, and take ownership of their learning. Enquiring minds will have a love for learning and a curiosity for life.

The How?

● Create a learning environment that will develop ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives.

● Promote an ethos where all pupils and staff feel happy and confident to further develop their learning. 

● Deliver a curriculum that is reflective and constantly evolving responding to pupil needs and interests.

● Develop a shared understanding of progression so that every child can reach their potential. 

● Encourage everyone to respect individuality and difference in others and to care for the environment in which they live.

● Create a sense of belonging, where pupils embrace their Welsh identity with pride.

 



Curriculum Design –constantly evolving 

Our Why…

(Making learning purposeful, include 

pupil voice)

Vision
(agreed by all stakeholders)

Levels of Thriving

Teachers follow the Levels of Thriving model to ensure that 

themes support child development and are relevant.

Intentions for Learning

Teachers use Theme planning overviews 

with reference to Statements of What 

Matters to inform weekly planning.

Assessment for Progression

Teachers’ plans are adapted based on 

assessment and feedback to plan progression.

Reflection

All staff reflect on Theme to adapt 

and improve our learning offer.

Design

Themes are planned using the 

mandatory elements of the 

Curriculum for Wales.



Inquiry based Learning -The Big Question - Why do we use 

it?1. Drives Purposeful Learning

A well-crafted big question gives learning a clear purpose. It invites pupils to explore, investigate, and respond, 

rather than just receive information. It turns the classroom into a space for discovery.

e.g. “How does community shape Welsh identity” Y6 or “ “Why is it important to look after our environment?” Y2

2. Encourages Higher-Order Thinking

Big questions are often open-ended, with no single right answer. This challenges learners to:

• Reason and justify

• Make connections

• Evaluate ideas and evidence

• Think critically and creatively

3. Supports the Four Purposes

Big questions naturally promote the Four Purposes of the Curriculum for Wales, especially:

• Ambitious, capable learners – as they investigate deeply.

• Enterprising, creative contributors – through solution-seeking.

• Ethical, informed citizens – through questioning values and contexts.

• Healthy, confident individuals – by reflecting on identity and voice.



The Big Question - Why do we use it?

4. Links to Real-World Issues

● Big questions often reflect real-life dilemmas, themes, or debates , making learning more authentic and meaningful.

● E.g., “How do we protect our planet?”

 Can lead to enquiry in science (climate), humanities (stewardship), and expressive arts (campaigning through media).

5. Guides Integrated, Cross-AoLE Learning

Big questions help frame learning that spans multiple Areas of Learning and Experience, giving coherence to planning and helping pupils see 

connections across subjects.

6. Pupil Voice and Ownership

They give space for pupil-led enquiry, where learners can ask sub-questions, co-construct learning paths, and feel agency in their education.



Curriculum Planning

Promotes independence, pupil reflection, pupil voice and challenges learners



Curriculum Planning

Promotes independence, pupil reflection, pupil voice and challenges learners



 Our Curriculum will follow the Principles of 

Progression


